
 
 

 

 

SWIMMING POOL ENCLOSURES AND SAFETY DEVICES 

 

 

 

SWIMMING POOLS. Any structure intended for swimming, recreational bathing or wading that contains water 
over 24 inches (610 mm) deep.  This includes in-ground, above ground and on-ground pools; hot tubs; spas and 
fixed-in-place wading pools. 

 

 

 
 

Exception: A swimming pool or a spa with a safety cover complying 
with ASTM F 1346. 

 

Barrier height and clearances. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches  (1219 mm) above grade 
measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from the swimming pool. The maximum vertical clearance 
between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) measured on the side of the barrier that 
faces away from the swimming pool. Where the top of the pool structure is above grade, the barrier is authorized to
 be at ground level or mounted on top of the pool structure, the maximum vertical clearance between the top of the 
pool structure and the bottom of the barrier shall be 4 inches (102 mm). 

 

Openings. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

 

 

 
 

 

Pool structure as barrier. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where the barrier is 
mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is a ladder or steps, then the ladder or steps either 
shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access, or the ladder or steps shall be surrounded 
by a barrier. When the ladder or steps are secured, locked or removed, any opening created shall not allow the 
passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 




